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Can -> cane : man . 


Dryden. 

except in 


L vi. 


vi. 


Has two founds ; long, as feme , and Ihort, as 
A is the moft frequent vowel in the Englifli lan- 
guage; for it not only is ufed like the reft in the 
beginning or end of words, but has the peculiar 
quality of lengthening the foregoing vowel, as 
. ?narty mane ; gap, gape ; glad , glade ; bred, brede : 
cbm, chine-, w hfp, wipe ; thin, thine ; ^/, tun, tine: 

plum, plume. Yet it fometimes occurs final, where yet the 
foregoing vowel is not lengthened ; as gone, knowledge, edge , 
g vc. Anciently almoft every word ended with <?; as'for can, 

T'TIl y eai f.y eare > for great, greate ; tor need, mede \ for 
pock, focke. It is probable that this e final had at firft a foft 
found, like the female e of the French; and that afterwards it 
was m poetry cither mute or vocal, as the verfe required, ’till at 
lair it became univerfally filent. 

La has the found of e long: the e is commonly lengthened 
rather by the immediate addition of a than by the appofition 

of e to the end of the word ; as men, ?man ; fell, f al: met 
meat ; nit, neat. J 

Each. pron. [elc, Saxon ; elch, Dutch ; ilk, Scottifh.J 

1. Either of two. 

I hough your orbs of different greatnefs be. 

Yet both are tor each other’s ufe difpos’d ; 

His to inclofe, and your’s to be inclos’d. 

2. Eveiy one of any number. I his fenfe is rare, 
poctrv. 

1 h invention all admir’d, and each how he 
To be th’ in venter mifs’d. Milton , 

Let each 

His adamantine coat gird well, and each 
Fit well his helm. Milton , 

By hunger, that each other creature tames, 

'J hou art not to be harm’d, therefore not mov’d ; 

Thy temperance invincible befides. Miltons Paradife Reg. 
r Wife Plato faid, the world with men was ftor’d, 

That fuccour each to other might afford. Denham. 

To Each the correfpondent word is other , whether it be ufed of 
two, or of a greater number. 

’Tis faid they eat each other. Shakefpeares Macbeth. 
Let each efteern other better than themfelves. Phil. ii. 3. 

Lovelieft of women ! heaven is in thy foul ; 

Beauty and virtue fhine for ever round thee, 

Bright’ning each other ! Thou art all divine ! Addif Cato . 
Ead. [<sd, eel. J in the compound, and eadig in the fimple 
names, denotes happinefs, or bleffednefs. Thus Eadward is 
a happy prefei ver ; Eadidph , happy affiftance ; Eadgar, happy 
power; Eadwin, happy conqueror; which Macarius Eupo- 
kmus, Faujla , Fortunatus , Felicianus , Sic. do in feme meafure 
reiemble. Ead may alfo in fome cafes be derived from the 
Saxon eath, which fignifi.es eafv, gentle, mild. Gib. Camden. 
EA'GER. adj. [easpnT Saxon ; aigre, French.] 

1. Struck with defire; ardently wifhing; keenly defirous ; vehe- 
ment in defire; hotly longing. 

Of action eager, and intent of thought, 

The chiefs your honourable danger fought. Dryden' s Ovid. 
Eager to read the reft, Achates came. Dryden' s dEn, 

With joy tli’ ambitious youth his mother heard, 

And eager for the Journey foon prepar’d ; 

He longs the world beneath him to furvey, 
i o guide the chariot, and to give the day. Dryden. 

Love inflam’d, and eager on his blils, 

Smother’d her words. Addifoii s Ovid's Me jam. b. ii. 

2. ft is ufed fometimes with of, fometimes with on or after before 


the thing fought. 

3. Plot of difpofition ; vehement; ardent; impetuous. 

Apt as well to quicken the fpirits as to allay that which is 
too eager. Hooker, b v. f nf. 

Nor do the eager clamours of difputants yield more relief 
to eclipfed truth, than did the founding brafs of old to the 
labouring moon. Glanv. Scepf c. 19. 

1 his is not a genera’ character of women, but a reproof 
of fome eager fpirited gipfies. L' Ejl range. 

ImperrecSl zeal is hot and eager, without knowdedge. Spratt. 

•Palemoti replies, 

Eager his tone, and ardent were his eyes. Dryden. 


. A man > . c]ia! 'S ecl with a crime of which he think- W -nr 
innocent, is apt to be too eager in his own defence. * 

4 * Quick; bu fy ; eafily put in adlion. f'den. 

His Numidian genius 

Is well difpos’d to mifehief, were he prompt 

And eager on it ; but he mull be (purr’d. ‘ AMCon's r„, 
5. Sharp; fower; acid. Jn s Uu ' 

With a Hidden vigour it doth poflet 
And curd, like eager droppings into milk 

J.wKC't fare's Hoo.,, 

The air bites fhrewdly ; it is very cold. 

-It is a nipping and an eager air. ' Shalefpeare's Hamk. 
1 lie f eh fiance of bone to cold is greater than of flefh- for 
that the flem Ihrinketh, but the bone refifteth, whereby the 
cold becometh more eager. Bacon’s Natural Bi/lory, N°. 6 g 8 
7. Brittle; inflexible; notdu&ile. A cant word of artificers ’ 
Gold will be fometimes fo eager, as artifts call it, that it 
will as little endure the hammer as glafs itfclf. T ot i, 

Ea gerly. adv. [from eager. ] 

1. With great ardour of defire; with impetuofity of inclination. 

* °. L 16 ho] y war h° w foft ar >d eagerly did men go, when 
the prieft perfuaded them that whefoever died in that expedi- 
tion was a martyr ? South > s 

iriow eagerly he flew, when Europe’s fate 
Did for the feed of future actions wait. Stcbnv 

2. Ardently; hotly. ' v 

Brutus gave the word too early. 

Who having fome ad vantage on Odtavius, 

Took it too eagerly ; his foldiers fell to fpoil, 

TV hilfl we by Anthony were all inclos’d. Shak. Jul. Cafar. 
3 - Keenly ; fharplv. 

Abundance of rain froze fo eagerly as it fell, that itfeemed 
the depth of Winter had of a fudden been come in. Krnlles. 
Eagerness, n. f. [from eager.] 
l. Keennefs of defire; ardour of inclination. 

She knew her diftancc, and did angle for me, 

Madding my eagernef with her reftraint. Shahjean. 

Have you not feen, when whiffled from the fiff, 

Some falcon ffoop’d at what her eye defign’d, 

And, with her eagernefs, the quarry mifs’d. Dryden. 

fThe eagernefs and ftrong bent of the mind after knowledge, 
if not warily regulated, is often an hindrance to it. Locke. 
Detraction and obloquy are received with as much eagernefs 


as wit and humour. 


Adaifon's Freeholder, 


Juba lives to catch 
That dear embrace, and to return it too, 
vVith mutual warmth and eagernefs of love. Addfon's Cato. 
His continued application to publick affairs diverts him 
from thofe pleafures, which are purlued with eagernefs by 
princes who have not the publick fo much at heart, Addijon. 

I he things of this world, with whatever eagernefs they en- 
gage our purfuit, leave us ffill empty and unfatisfied with 
their fruition. Rogers's Sermons. 

2. Impetuofity ; vehemence; violence. 

It finds them in the eagernefs and height of their devotion ; 
they are fpeechlefs for the time that it continues, and proftrate 
and dead when it departs. Dryden. 

I’ll kill thee with fuch eagernefs of haffe, 

As fiends, let loofe, would lay all nature waffe. Dryd. Aur . 
EA'GLE. n.f [ aigle , French ; aquila, Latin ; eallcr , Erfe.] 

1. A bird of prey, which, as it is reported, renews its age when 
it grows old. But fome think that this recovery of youth 
happens no otherwife in the eagle than in other birds, by caft- 
ing their feathers every year in the moulting feafon, and 
having others in their room. It is alfo faid not to drink at 
all, like other birds with fharp claws. It is given out, that 
when an eagle fees its young. fo well grown as to venture upon 
flying, it hovers over their neff, flutters with its wings, and 
excites them to imitate it, and take their flight; and when it 
fees them weary, or fearful, it takes and carries them upon it? 
back. Eagles are faid to be extremely ffiarp-fighted, and, 
when they take flight, fpring perpendicularly upward, with 
their eyes ffeadily fixed upon the fun, mounting ’till, by their 
diftance, they di/appear. Calmci. 
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Difmay’d not this 

•Our captains Macbeth and Banquo ? 

* es ’ 

As fparrows eagles, or the hare the lion. Sbakefp. Macbeth. 

Draw forth the monfters of ti.’ abyfs profound. 

Or fetch th’ aerial eagle to the ground. Pope's Ejf. on Man. 

2. The ffanclard of the ancient Romans. 

Arts ffill follow’d where Rome’s eagles flew. Pope. 

Eagle-eyed. adj. [from eagle and eye.] 

1. Sharp-lighted as an eagle. 

As he was rarely quick and perfpicacious, fo was he inwardly 
eagle-eyed, and perfectly verfed in the humours of his fubjecls. 

How el' s Vocal Forreft. 

Ev’ry one is cagle-ey'd to fee 

Another’s faults and his deformity. Dryden' s Perf Sat. 4. 

Ea'glespeed. n.f. [eagle and fpeed.] Swiftnefs like that of 
an eagle. 

Abrupt, with eagkfpeed file cut the Iky, 

Inftant invifible to mortal eye. Pope's Odyffey, b. i. 

Ea'glestone. n.f. A ftone faid to be found at the entrance 
of the holes in which the eagles make their nefts, and affirmed 
to have a particular virtue in defending the eagle’s neff: from 
thunder. The ftones of this kind which are moft valued are 
flat and blackifh, and found, if fhaken near the ear ; a lefier 
ftone being contained in the greater. Calmct. 

The eaglejione contains, in a cavity within it, a fmall loofe 
ftone, which rattles when it is fhaken ; and every foffil, with 
a nucleus in it, has obtained the name. The fort of analogy 
that was fuppofed to be between a ftone, thus containing 
another within it, or, as the fanciful writers exprefs it, preg- 
nant with another, and a woman big with child, led people 
to imagine that it muft have great virtues and effedffs in acce- 
lerating or retarding delivery : fo that, if tied to the arm of a 
woman with child, it prevents abortion ; and if to the leg, it 
promotes delivery. It is pretended, that the eagles feek for 
thefe ftones to lay in their nefts, and that they cannot hatch 
their young without. On fuch idle and imaginary virtues 
was raifed all the credit which this famous foffil pofiefied for 
many ages. Hill's Materia Medica. 

__ If vou flop the holes of a hawk’s hell it will make no 
ring, but a flat noife or rattle ; and fo doth the aetites., or eagle- 
fionc, which hath a little ftone within it. Bacon's Nat. Hijiory. 

Ea'glet. n. f [from easle . ] A young eagle. 

I his treafon of his fons did the king exprefs in an em- 
blem, wherein was an eagle with three eaglets tyring on her 
breaft, and the fourth pecking at one of her eyes. Davies. 

Ea'gre. n f [eager, in Kunick, is the ocean ; eggia, in Iflandick, 
is to agitate, to incite.] A tide fwelling above another tide, 
obfer cable in the^river Severn. 

I or as an eagre rides in triumph o’er the tide. 

The tyrant paflions, hope and fear. 

Did in extremes appear. 

And flafh’d upon the foul with equal force. Dryden. 

Ea'lderman. n.f [ealbepman, Saxon.] The name of a 
Saxon magiftrate; alderman. 

Eat.ie. n.f [cam, Saxon; eom, Dutch] Uncle: a word ftill 
uled in the wilder parts of Staffordfiiire. 

Laughter, fays Ihe, fly, fly ; behold, thy dame 
Forefhows the treafon of thy wretched came! Fairfax 

EAR. n. f [e-ape, Saxon ; oor, Dutch.] 

1. The whole organ of audition or hearing. 

What fire is in my ears ! Can this he true ? 

Stand I condemn’d ? Sbakefp. Much Ado about Nothing. 
His ears are open unto their cry. Pf xxxiv. 1 

Valfalva difeovered fome paffages into the region of the 
wr drum ; of mighty ule, among others, to make difeharo-es 
or bruifes. Derhams Phyfico- -Theology. 

2,. Lnat part of the ear that ftands prominent. 

d ou have heard of the news abroad : I mean, the whifper’d 
ong ; for they are yet but^r killing arguments. Sh. IC. Lear. 
His matter mall bore his ear through with an awl. Ex 

3. Power of judging of harmony; the fenfe of hearing. 

4* I he head ; or the perfon : in familiar language. 

Their warlike force was fore weakened, "the city beaten 
oown about their ear*, and moft of them wounded. Knolles. 

, , te [ P ars , over an affront from one fcoundrd, than draw 
tne whole herd about a man’s ears. L'Eflrangc 

U not alarmed, as if all religion was falling about our 

, TJ' , . , n Burnet's Theory. 

5 - 1 ne high eft part of a man ; the top. 

hdy Cavalier was ll P to the ears in loye with a very fine 

i he privilege 0 f being readily and kindly heard ; favour. 

Amtippus was earneft fuitor to Dionyfius for fome ^rant, 
/.10 would glve no ear to his fuit : Ariftippus fell at his feet, 
and then D.onyfius granted it. Bacon's Apophthegm!. 

1 h^y being told there was fmall hope of eafe, 
v ere willing at the firft to give an ear 

I o any thing that founded liberty. Ben. Johnfon's Catiline. 

I on a pillory, or near a throne, 

He gain his prince’s ear, or lofe his own. Pope's Epifles. 
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To fall together by the Ears. To fight ; to fcuxHe ; to quai 
[In Dutch oorlogen ] A familiar phrafe. 


fltagged 


Mt 


ore. 


EAR 

7, Difpofition to like or diflike what is heard; judgment opr* 
nion ; tafte. 

He laid his fenfe elofer, and in fewer words, according to 
the ftyle and ear of thofe times. Denham. 

8. Any prominences from a larger body, raifed for the fake of 
holding it. 

There are fome veffels, which, if you offer to lift by the 
belly or bottom, you cannot ffir them ; but are foon removed, 
if you take them by the ears. Taylor's Ride of Iving holy . 
A quilted night-cap with one ear. Congr.JVay of the IV v ld» 
A pot without an ear. . Swift, 

g. The fpike of corn; that part which contains the feeds. 

He delivered! to each of them a jewel, made in the figure 
of an ear of wheat, which they ever after wear. Bacon , 
The leaves on trees not more, 

Nor bearded ears in fields, nor lands upon the fliore. Dryd. 
From feveral grains he had eighty ftalks, with very large 
ears full of large corn. Mortimer > Huftandry . 

ic. To\' 

re 1 . [In Dutch oorlogen ] 

Poor naked men belaboured one another with, 
fticks, or dully fell together by the ears at fifty-cuffs. 

Fools go together by the tars, to have knaves run away 
with the flakes. L' Ef range. Fab. 5. 

All Afia now was by the ears , 

And gods beat up for voluntiers. Prior. 

11. To Jet by the Ears. To make ffrife; to quarrel : in low 
language. 

A mean rafeal Jets others together by the ears without fighting 
himfelf. L' Ejhange, Fab. 67. 

She ufed to carry tales from one to another, ’till file had let 
the neighbourhood together by the cays. Arbuthnot. 

It is ufual to Jet thefe poor animals by the ears. Addif Freeh. 
Ea'rless. v,dj. [from ear.] Without any ears. 

Earlejs on high flood unabalh’d Defoe, 

And Tuthin flagrant from the fcourge below. Pope's Dune , 
Ea'rring. n.f [ ear and ring.] Jewels fet in a ring and worn 
at the ears; ornament of a woman’s car. 

With gold and filver they increafe his ffore. 

And gave the precious earrings which they wore. Sandys . 

A lady bellowed earrings upon a favourite lamprey. Arbuih. 
La ; rshot. n. J. Reach of the ear ; fpacc within which words 
may be heard. 

Gomez, Hand you out of earfoot. — I have fomething to fay 
to your wile in private. Diyden's Spanifj Fryar a 

Ea'rwax. n.f [ear and wax.] The cerumen or exudation 
which fmears the infide of the ear. 

The ear being to fiand open, becaufe there was fome danger 
that infects might creep in thereat ; therefore hath nature 
loiicated 01 plamered ever the { i cl > • ;■ tne hole with carwax , 

to entangle any inlecls tuatiuouid attempt, to creep in there. 

• Ray on the Creation. 

earwig, n.f. [cape and pij^a, a grub, Saxon.] A fheath- 
winged inft-&, imagined to creep ‘ o he car. 

Himfelf he on an earwig let 
Yet fcarce he on his back could get. 

So oft and high he did curvet. Drayton's Nymphid. ^ 

Ecnwigs and fnails felclom infedl timber. Mortimer's Hush. 

Doll never flies to cut her lace. 

Or throw cold water in her face, 

Becaufe Ihe heard a fudden drum. 

Or found an earwig in a plum. Swift. 

2. By way of reproach, awhifperer; a prying informer. 
EAfowiTNEss. n.f [ear and witnefsd] One who atteffs, or 
can atteft any thing as heard by himfelf. 

All prefent were made earwitneJJes, even of each particular 
branch of a common indidlment. Hooker , b. v. f ^6. 

The hiftories of mankind, written by eye or earwitneffes 
are built upon this principle. Watts's Logick. 

I o ear. v. a. [ aro , Latin ] To plow; to till. 

He that ears my land fpares my team, and gives me leave 
to enjoy the crop. Shakefpeares All's well that ends well. 

Menecrates and Menas, famous pirates. 

Make the fea ferve them, whicli they ear and wound 
VV ith keels of every kind. Sbakefp. Ant. and Cleopatra. 

L hen we bring forth weeds, 
vV hen our quick mind lies ftill ; and our ill, told us, 

Is as our earing. _ Shakefpeare's Anthony and Cleopatra. 

A rough valley, which is neither eared nor Town. Deutr. 

harveft yearS} in tlle which there II 1311 neither be earing nor 
c . . Gen. xlv. 6, 

1 ne heal of love, with plow of virtue ear'd. Fairfax 
To Ear. v.n. [from ear.] To Ihoot into ears. 

Ea red. adj. [from ear.] 

1. Having ears, or organs of hearing. 

2. Having ears, or ripe corn. 

7 ’he covert of the thrice ear'd field 
Saw (lately Ceres to her paffion yield. Pope's Odyffey , h. i,-; 

andentYl W aEV- **> A *We of Ability, 

anciently the higneff of this nation, now the third ^ 

Thanes and kinfmen, 

Elenceforth 
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